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Professor BN Jha Memorial Lecture - Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur 
Dr. Manoranjan Sharma, Chief Economist, Infomerics Ratings delivered the Professor B N Jha Memorial 
Lecture at Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur on 17th July, 2023. The one-hour session was followed by 
questions and answers. 
 
Professor Jha was the first Vice Chancellor of Jai Narain Vyas University. He was a visionary academician, a 
renowned historian and a leader of leaders. This lecture was organized in his fond memory and to pay 
tribute to his sterling contribution to the field of academics and administration. 
 
Incidentally, Professor BN Jha belonged to one of the most iconic families distinguished in academics. He 
was the younger brother of Padam Bhushan Dr. Amaranatha Jha (25 February 1897 – 2 September 1955), 
who was the Vice Chancellor of the University of Allahabad and the Banaras Hindu University. Dr. A. N. Jha 
was the son of Mahamahopadhyay Dr. Sir Ganganath Jha, a great scholar of Sanskrit. Dr. A.N. Jha was Head 
of the Department of English at the University of Allahabad for a long time, being appointed to the post at 
the young age of thirty-two. He succeeded his father as Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad University of the 
Banaras Hindu University in succession to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. To my mind, this perhaps remains the 
solitary example all over the world of a son taking over from his father as the Vice Chancellor. 
 
The session evoked an excellent response from the Vice Chancellor, senior faculty members, and students 
of the University and was unanimously considered to be a fitting tribute to Professor BN Jha. Subsequently, 
on the same day, Dr. Sharma participated in the meeting of the Finance Committee, Vyas University, 
Jodhpur as a nominee of the Chancellor of the University and the Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan. 
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